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after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period wilt apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 
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4) ^ Claim(s) 17-21 is/are pending in the application. 
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Response to Amendment 

Applicant's request for continued examination of the claims filed on 3/30/2006 have 
been received and reviewed. Applicant has cancelled claims 1-16 and added new 
claims 17-21. 

DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1. Claims 17-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Rafowitz et al. (US 3,188,654) in view of Park (US 6,016,572). The device of Rafowitz 
discloses a semi-spherical headdress formed from multiple pieces having a forwardly 
extending visor (18) comprising outer fabric layers and an inner stiffening layer (Column 

2, lines 70-71), the headdress further comprising a cut out over at least a portion of a 
periphery thereof (Fig. 2), and an elastic band (30) cooperative with the cut out so that 
its visible at the cut out (Fig. 2), the cut out is defined by a selvedge line extending 
substantially parallel to the lower rim, the cut out having a maximum height dimension 
between the selvedge line and the lower rim and the elastic band having a width 
dimension approximately equal to the maximum height dimension (Figs. 2, 3, 4). The 
elastic band is sewn at the upper end to the headdress selvedge line, the elastic band 
having a lower rim sewn to a band (29) that extends around the periphery of the 
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headdress to the front of the crown. The device of Rafowitz et al. substantially 
discloses the claimed invention but is lacking a band that is made from elastic material. 
The device of Park discloses a semi-spherical headdress formed from multiple fabric 
pieces having a sweatband (3) made from elastic material that is coupled with an elastic 
band portion, which allows the cap to fit a variety of sizes. It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the device of 
Rafowitz et al. by incorporating elastic into the sweat band in order to obtain a 
headband that will absorb sweat and provide elasticity (Column 3, lines 56 -57). 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 17-21 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Richale L. Haney whose telephone number is 571-272- 
8689. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8:00 - 4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John J. Calvert can be reached on 571 -272-4983. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Richale L. Haney 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 3765 
June 20, 2006 



RLH 



JOHN jJtCALVERT 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 
TECHNOLOGY CENTER 3700 




